
Form	  of	  Government:	  refers	  to	  a	  set	  of	  political	  institutions	  and	  norms	  by	  which	  a	  state’s	  government	  is	  organized	  in	  order	  to	  
hold	  and	  exert	  its	  power	  to	  make	  decisions	  on	  the	  rules	  of	  conduct	  for	  society	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
GOVERNMENT	  

Authority:	  who	  picks	  
the	  government?	  

• Revolutionary	  
• Autocracy	  
• Oligarchy	  
• Democracy	  
	  

Politics:	  how	  is	  the	  
government	  run?	  

• Dictatorship	  
• Totalitarian	  
• Theocracy	  
• Monarchy	  
• Parliamentary	  
• Republic	  
• Anarchy	  
	  

Constraints:	  how	  are	  the	  
powers	  of	  government	  limited?	  

• Effective	  Limits	  -‐
Traditional	  Authority	  
Legal	  Authority	  

• No	  Limits	  -‐	  
Autocratic	  Authority	  
Charismatic	  Authority	  

	  

Economy:	  how	  are	  
goods	  and	  services	  
produced?	  

• Communism	  
• Socialism	  
• Capitalism	  
	  
	  

Degree	  of	  Centralization:	  
how	  are	  powers	  and	  
responsibilities	  allocated?	  

• Unitary	  
• Confederation	  
• Federalism	  
• Devolution	  
	  

*	  A	  state’s	  form	  or	  system	  of	  government	  is	  usually	  a	  combination	  of	  these	  structural	  and	  functional	  components	  


